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SUBJECT: PDUP BREAKS APART 

1 . A LONG SIMMERING DISPUTE HAS FINALLY COME TO A 

HEAD, AND THE PARTY OF PROLETARIAN UNITY (PDUP) SPLIT APART 
DURING A CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING LAST WEEKEND. THE DISPUTE 
WHICH HAS DIVIDED THE PARTY EVOLVES AROUND THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN TO SO-CALLED EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY LEFT AND THE 
ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI). 

2. DURING THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING, THE MAJORITY (THE 
SO-CALLED MANIFESTO GROUP) ARGUED THAT THE PARTY SHOULD 
FIGHT, FROM A POSITION ON THE LEFT, THE POLICIES OF THE PCI 
BUT NOT THE PCI ITSELF, IN THIS WAY WORKING FOR AN 
EVENTUAL ALTERNATIVE OF THE LEFT IN ITALY, INCLUDING A CPI 
WHICH HAS BACKED AWAY FROM THE CONCEPT OF THE HISTORIC COM- 
PROMISE. THE MINORITY WITHIN THE PARTY, HOWEVER, 

ADVOCATED THE NEED TO CREATE A PARTY ON THE LEFT AS 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE PCI AND CAPABLE OF EVENTUALLY 
REPLACING IT AS THE MAIN FORCE OF THE LEFT IN ITALY. 
COMPLICATING THE EQUATION, WAS A PROPOSAL FOR THE 
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INCORPORATION OF ANOTHER EXTREME LEFT GROUP, AVANGUARDIA 
OPERAIA, INTO PDUP. THE MAJORITY AT THE MEETING 
FEARED THAT SUCH A MOVE WOULD PLACE IT INTO THE 
MINORITY IN A MERGED PARTY AND WERE WORKING TO RETARD 
THE UNIFICATION MOVEMENT. THE CLOSE BALANCE OF FORCES 
IN THE BATTLE IS REFLECTED BY THE FACT THAT THE TWO 
CRUCIAL VOTES LEADING TO THE SPLIT WERE DECIDED BY 
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31-30 AND 31-29 MARGINS. THE MAJORITY OF THE 

OLD PDUP IS NOW PLANNING TO HOLD A PARTY CONFERENCE 

IN ROME ON MARCH 5 AND 6 WHILE THE BREAK-AWAY MINORITY 

INTENDS TO HOLD AN EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS AT FLORENCE ON 

THE SAME DATES. 

3. COMMENT. AT THIS POINT, THE OPPOSING POSITIONS HAVE 
BECOME SO RIGID THAT IT IS VIRTUALLY INCONCEIVABLE THAT 
A REUNIFICATION CAN BE EFFECTED IN THE FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE. IN ESSENCE, THE DEVELOPMENT IS A REFLECTION OF 
AN OBSERVABLE PROCESS ON THE FAR LEFT OF THE ITALIAN 
POLITICAL SPECTRUM IN WHICH LARGER GROUPS ARE BREAKING 
DOWN INTO SMALLER AUTONOMOUS GROUPINGS. IN 

FACT, THE RECENT UNREST ON THE CAMPUS HAS REVEALED THAT 
A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF THESE AUTONOMOUS GROUPS HAVE 
EMERGED AND THAT POLITICALLY THEY STAND TO THE LEFT 
OF PDUP. 

4. PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION TO ASK IS PRE- 
CISELY WHAT THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS ON THE EXTREME LEFT 
MEAN FOR THE FUTURE OF THE PCI. OUR INITIAL ESTIMATE 

IS THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE LITTLE POSITIVE FALLOUT FOR 
THE PCI. WHILE THE PCI IS UNDOUBTEDLY SATISFIED WITH 
THE SPLIT IN PDUP WHICH WOULD LEAD TO A REOPENING OF 
A DIALOGUE WITH THE MANIFESTO GROUP, AND THUS OFFER 
THE POSSIBILITY OF BRINGING SOME FORMER FOLLOWERS BACK 
INTO THE FOLD. THE EMERGENCE OF INCREASINGLY LARGE 
NUMBERS OF VOCIFEROUSLY ANTI-CPI AUTONOMOUS GROUPS 
ON THE EXTREME LEFT MUST BE TROUBLING FOR THE PCI 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 ROME 03377 021916Z 

LEADERSHIP. THE AUTONOMOUS GROUPS SHOW SIGNS OF 
FORMING SOME TYPE OF NATIONAL COOPERATIONS 
AMONG THEMSELVES, AND IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT THEY 
WILL HAVE SUFFICIENT STRENGTH TO PARTICIPATE WITH FULL 
SLATES OF CANDIDATES IN THE NEXT NATIONAL ELECTIONS, 

THUS POSSIBLY PLACING TWO GROUPS TO THE LEFT OF THE 
CPI ON THE BALLOT. BEAUDRY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTE SETTLEMENT, POLITICAL PARTIES, COMMUNISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ROME03377 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770072-0823 
Format: TEL 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 01 /aaaadkyp. tel 

Line Count: 104 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 403d88ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2939031 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PDUP BREAKS APART 
TAGS: PINT, IT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/403d88ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



